
July 15, 2021

Dear Parish Family,

I am delighted to announce that Timothy McKee has
been called as St Peter’s Music Director, organist, and
choirmaster. Tim will be joining our parish full-time
on August 16 and his first Sunday will be August
22. Father Joe Woodfin, our incoming Rector, has
spoken with Tim and enthusiastically supports hiring
him for our music program.

Tim received his bachelor’s degree in Church Music at Stetson University, his Master of Music at
the University of Kansas, and his Doctor of Musical Arts from Juilliard. His postgraduate work
includes organ performance study at the Paris Conservatory, choral conducting, and composition at
the Royal School of Church Music in the UK and Diplomas I and II in Arts Management at the
National Guild of Community Schools of the Arts.
Tim served as organist and choir director at Christ Episcopal Church in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.,
for eight years and the past eleven years at St Peter’s Episcopal Church on Skidaway Island in the
Savannah area. His career includes solo performances at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, St. Thomas
Episcopal Church, and the Lincoln Center in New York City.

Bringing a rich tradition and acumen in creating children and teen choirs, family choirs, and men’s
and women’s ensembles, Tim has conducted state-wide choir camps and retreats for teenagers - all
in collaboration with fellow musicians to encourage broader involvement in the joy of music. He
created and implemented a music program specifically addressing the self-expression needs of
autistic children.

A native of Amelia Island, Tim’s innovative energies were utilized in founding and directing the
Amelia Arts Academy, a community arts school, which included visual art classes and dance
classes for 1,500 children in public schools, an African Dance Troupe that performed at the
Kennedy Center for the National Festival of the Arts, and private music lessons for children in the
community who otherwise could not afford them. 

Tim is married to Mary Watanabe, a Fulbright Scholar and doctoral graduate from Juilliard, a
concert pianist, and piano teacher. They have a son, Spencer, 16, who plays baseball and performs
regularly as a classical pianist.  The McKee’s already own a home on Amelia Island; Tim and his
family are excited to be returning to the island. 

Please join Father Joe in welcoming Tim, Mary, and Spencer when they join the St Peter’s family
in August.

 
The Reverend Dr. Marcia King
Interim Rector
St Peter’s Episcopal Church
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